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There are three key things everyone really needs to know about the Delta variant.
1. The Delta variant is much more contagious than previous variants. This means
it simply takes less of this virus to spread from the mouth or nose of an infected
person to that of another, non-infected person. Being highly contagious means
that if you are infected by the Delta variant, you are likely to spread the virus to
between 5 to 8 more people — while with the original strain you'd only spread it to
about 2 other people.

In everyday terms what this means is that Delta is not only more contagious than
earlier variants, it's also more contagious than the common cold or the flu. In fact,
it's about as contagious as chickenpox — and Ohioans who were exposed to
chickenpox before that vaccine was available will likely remember just how
contagious that was.

2. The Delta variant is more dangerous than prior variants. We now have data from
Canada and Scotland showing that those infected with the Delta variant have a
higher likelihood of needing hospitalization, and from Singapore, that there may be
more risk pneumonia, ICU admission, or death.

3. There is mounting evidence that the viral load associated with the Delta variant
is significantly higher than what was seen with previous strains. What this means
is that after infecting you Delta is making many more copies of itself much more

quickly than previous strains.
Learn the Facts:
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