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I was born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio. I am the oldest of two children born to my Mother, 
Brenda and my Father, Michael, Sr. For most my childhood my mom was the primary caregiver 
for my sister, Virginia, and myself, while my dad was the primary breadwinner for the the family. 

Advocacy has been a big part of my life from the beginning. I was born with a hereditary immune 
deficiency, Bruton's Agammaglobulinemia, (or Bruton's XLA) and I was diagnosed with Cerebral 
Palsy as a kid due to lack oxygen at birth. 

Bruton's causes my body to not produce enough white blood cells, making it very difficult for me 
to fight off infections on my own. This would often lead to multiple hospitalizations for things like, 
pneumonia and bronchitis and several other illnesses. The disease can be treated but not cured. 
As a baby, I had to get shots in the legs 5 days a week.  Treatment has gotten much better over 
time. For years now, I've been able to do my treatments once a month and, since 2011, I've been 
able to infuse my treatments into my subcutaneous tissue, and no longer have to use regular IVs.  
However, even with treatment it is still possible for me to become very sick. Even a common cold 
can easily turn into pneumonia. 

For these reasons, my mom was always advocating for me to have tools and support I needed to 
succeed both, medically and, educationally. She always taught me to be strong and to stand up 
for myself. I am forever grateful for this, as she passed away when I was 19 years old. 

Since then, I have always tried to be a voice not only for myself, but for others as well. 

When I was 20 years old, I moved into my own apartment with my roommate, Matt, and we have 
lived together ever since.  Our first apartment was nice but it was like a prison without bars. This 
was due to the fact that Access Transportation would not pick us up from home or bring us back  



after 5:30pm.  Additionally, rent was super high, and the Landlords were awful.  We lived there 
for two years.  

We moved to our current apartment in 2005, and I love it. Here I am able to have easy access to 
the community.  I can easily get around the neighborhood in my wheelchair.  I'm very close to a 
bus line which makes it a possible option for getting around the city.  The best part is, the 
apartment is equipped almost perfectly to suit the needs of my roommate and I.  This includes a 
roll-in shower, automatic door opener, and a doorbell which allows me to answer the door from 
my bed. 

In February 2018, I was appointed to DD Council. This is one of the most amazing and rewarding 
opportunities I've had the honor to be a part of. I'm thrilled that I get to work with such an 
awesome group of people. I love that we are looking for new ways to empower individuals with 
disabilities and their families. We are always working to identify those individuals with disabilities  
whose voices have not been heard, and we strive to give them a voice. 

I look forward to continuing the mission of this great Council, as I continue to do my part to make 
the Ohio DD Council the best that we can be for all who we serve. As my first two years have been 
this awesome, I can't wait for what's next! 

Advocacy Experience: 

2002-2006, I joined World Images Unlimited, LLC (WIU) (at United Cerebral Palsy of Greater 
Cincinnati, UCP). WIU was a  micro Enterprise T-shirt company, created by people with 
disabilities, for people with disabilities. Our goal was to empower people with disabilities and 
employee people with disabilities. I was 1 of 2 co-managers with the company. This is where I 
gained my first experience on how to run a meeting. 

2002-2005 - While working with WIU, I met Deborah Dase, who was the Advocacy Coordinator at 
UCP. It was with Debbie that I learned about advocacy from the professional side, as well as more 
history of people with disabilities. I became her Apprentice and, together, we worked on the 
ongoing  issue of transportation for individuals with disabilities, and the elderly, and the rising 
cost. 

In 2003 when I moved out on my own. My roommate and I were placed on the DDS supported 
living system. This was a system in which each participant had an individual budget. Every month, 
each individual would be given $50 to do with whatever they wanted. The rest of the money 
would then be controlled by the designated supported living agency, to be spent on bills and any 
other necessities in the home. I successfully advocated along with Cheryl Phipps, who was the 
director of Hamilton County DD services at the time, to allow all those who wanted to be able to 
manage their own money the opportunity to do it. 

2015 - Voucher Crisis 

 

 



 

In 2015, participants of the Tenant-Based Assistance and Tenant-Based Rental Assistance 
programs were notified that our rental assistance would be terminated due to the programs 
being cut. Through a petition that I created on change.org, and working with CMHA and the 
Hamilton County Board of DD Services and Living Arrangements for the Developmentally 
Disabled, (LADD) I successfully advocated for Housing Choice Vouchers (HCV) for roughly 160 
individuals, myself included. 

2016 - I assisted a friend with getting his own HCV Voucher and getting into his own apartment. 
Currently working on a Waiver. 

 

October 2020-present – I became a member of the board of APSI – Governmental Affairs 
Committe 

March 2021 – I was appointed Chairperson of the Ohio DD Council by Gov. Mike DeWine 

Current Committees and Boards: 

Home Think Tank – local Self-Advocacy Group – DD Services – Hamilton County 

The Housing Network of Hamilton County - Board Member 

Community Advisory Committee – UCEDD 

APSI Board Member – Governmental Affairs Committee 

DD Council: 

Council Chair 

Clear Language Subcommittee  

Leadership Development  

Outreach  

Employment  

Community Living 

Executive Committee 

Public Policy 

Self-Advocacy Task Force 

Housing Policy Panel 

 


